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In the mountanious country bordering upon Kashmir, especially
in the tract lymng between Chenab & Ravi rivers a remnant of the
Nagas of the Mahabharata still survives. Here the serpent gods are
worshipped now as they were then, not as dangerous reptiles nor as
mere symbols but as the defied rulers of an ancient people whose
tribal or racial emblem was the Naga or the hooded serpent and whose
chief diety was the sun These people do not call themselves Nagas.
The name of the tribe 1s Taksha Taxilas, ally of Alexander was a
Takshaka. The Naga Temples are not dedicated to the serpents but to

the Naga Rajas, the ancient rulers of the race Sesh Nag, Basuki Takht,
Karkota, Prithu, &C.......coecussreensseneees are all worshipped in human

form.
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Few subjects have more occupied the notice of the learned world
than the mysteries of Ophite worship, which are to be traced wherever
there existed a remnant of civihization or indeed of Humanity. Among
the savages of the savannahs of America and the magi of Fars, with
whom 1t was the type of evil-their Ahrimanes. The Nagas are the
serpent-genir of the Rayputs, precisely as the Diodorus describes the
snake mother of the Scythae, in whose country onginated this serpent-
worship engrafted on the tenets of Zardusht, of the Puranas of the
priesthood of Egypt and on the {ables of carly Greece. ... Tie

traditions of the Jains or Buddhists originated in the land of the
Takshas
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James Tods Annals and antuiquities of Rajasthan.’
(Vol.1. Page 455).
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The Swami said that Worship of the Siva Lingam onginated

fiom the famous hymn in the Atharva Veda Samhita sung tn praise of
the Yupastambha, the sacificial post. In that hymn, a description 15
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found of the beginningless and endless Stambha or skambha, and 1t is
shown that the said Skambha is put 1n place of Eternal Brahman.

As afterwards, the Yajna fire, its smoke, ashes and flames, the
Soma plant, and the Ox that used to carry on 1ts back the w ood for the
Vedic sacrifice-gave place to the Vedic conceptions of the brightness
of Siva's body, his tawny matted hair, his blue throat, and the riding
on the bull of Siva, and so on - just so, the Yupa Skambha gave place
1n time to the Siva Lingam and was deified to the high Devahood of
Sri Sankara. In the Ling Purana, the same hymn 1s expanded 1n the

shape of stories meant to establish the glory of the great stambha and
the superiority of Mahadeva.

- Swami Vivekananda's works
(1923 ednion, vol. IV Pages 357 & 358)
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